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What was your best 
learning experience 

this year?



Learning is social.

(especially for adults)
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“An essential aspect of 
maturing is developing the 
ability to take increasing 
responsibility for our own 
lives - to become 
increasingly self directed.”

~Malcolm Knowles



Habits are hard 
to break.





The year was 2009...



http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/on-air/as-seen-on/The_Teacher_Says__Furry_Friends_in_the_Classroom_Philadelphia.html
http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/on-air/as-seen-on/The_Teacher_Says__Furry_Friends_in_the_Classroom_Philadelphia.html






Why not bring this model to educators?



1. Free

2. Open to all

3. Vendor-free day

4. Anyone can present

5. Rule of 2 feet







A picture is 
worth a 
thousand 
words.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7kBnudi_8I
















Edcamps 
impact kids.







Why did this idea turn 
into a movement?



1. We got lucky.

2. Teachers in the US were dying for collaboration.

3. We all trusted each other in a time of change.



Kristen’s Tips 
for Social 
Learning



1. Give permission.



2. Focus on the 
environment, not 
the content.



3. Embrace experiments.



4. Find your 
tribe.



5. Share 
widely.



1. Give permission.

2. Focus on the environment, not 

the content.

3. Embrace experimentation.

4. Find your tribe.

5. Share widely.
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